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“Searching in the Darkness” 
by 

Clifton Harris 
 
 

What Christ came into the world not just to dispel the darkness, but to help us learn 
to act and grow within the darkness as we develop our faith. 
Themes: Fear, God's Presence, Faith, Comfort 

 
Who Grandaddy 

Grandmother 
Oliver (or Olivia)- 6-9 years old 

  

 
When Present 
 
Wear 
(Props) 

Bedroom setting- go as little or as small as you'd like 
Chair 
Oliver (or Olivia) is dressed in pajamas 
Storybook 
Sound effect- Thunder 
Lantern 

 
Why John 1:1-5, Isaiah 60:1-3 
 
How Since you are working with a child, sound effects, and lighting be sure to give 

yourself plenty of time to rehearse this on your stage. Also, coach your child 
actor on what to do in case something goes wrong. Plan for the unexpected 
and walk him/her through what to do.  

 
Time Approximately 5 minutes 
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Sounds of thunder rolling . Granddaddy sitting in chair and Oliver runs in wearing 
pajamas. 

Oliver: Granddaddy, I can’t sleep. It’s too noisy outside! 

Granddaddy:  It’s just a rainstorm Oliver. Why don’t you go lay back down in 
your bed? 

Oliver: When are Mommy and Daddy coming home? 

Granddaddy: Remember, they went on a trip this weekend to see your Uncle 
Jim and your Aunt Laura. They’ll be back tomorrow afternoon. 

Oliver: Oh, when it storms at our house and I can’t sleep, they give me a 
cookie. 

Granddaddy: A cookie! Well, I don’t think your grandmother wants me to give 
you a cookie this late at night. How about if I read you a book? 

Oliver: OK. 

Granddaddy:  (Picks up a book from a stack) Come on and sit with me. 

Oliver runs and jumps in his lap. 

Granddaddy: (Reading from book) Once upon a time, there was a brave little 
boy who was not afraid of storms . . . 

Oliver: Hey, is this a real book? 

Granddaddy: Of course, it’s a real book. (Begins reading again) The brave little 
boy loved to . . . 

Loud thunder clap and lights go out to give impression of being in the dark. 

Oliver:  (Scared) Granddaddy! What was that? 

Granddaddy: Lightning must have hit a transformer or something. I’m sure the 
lights will be back on soon. 

Oliver: I’m scared! 

Granddaddy: There’s nothing to be scared of. 

Offstage noise. Grandmother is getting ready to enter. 

Oliver: I hear something. Is it a monster? 
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Grandmother enters with flashlight and lantern. 

Granddaddy: No monster . . . just your Grandmother! 

Grandmother:  I thought you two might need a little light in here. (Hands lantern 
to Granddaddy) Will this be OK? 

Granddaddy: Thanks. Did you bring any cookies with you? 

Grandmother:  What? 

Granddaddy: Oh nothing. 

Grandmother:  Oliver, you stay here with your Granddaddy. I’m going to check on 
your little sister. I think she’s still asleep. 

Grandmother leaves. 

Granddaddy: Do you want me to read some more? 

Oliver: What if our light goes out? 

Granddaddy: It is fine. I’ll keep it close by. 

Oliver: I don’t want it to get dark again. 

Granddaddy: Oliver, there’s always going to be darkness. That’s just a part of 
life. Just think about it…every day the sun comes up and it is 
daytime and then the sun sets and it is night. God created light 
and darkness. Why are you afraid of the darkness? 

Oliver: Because I can’t see what’s in the dark! It might be something bad. 

Granddaddy: It is easy to imagine a lot of things when we are surrounded by 
darkness. We can be afraid because we are not sure which 
direction is the safest to move in. Little things can seem bigger in 
the dark.  

Oliver: Like Grandmother? 

Granddaddy:  Well, yes…but I wouldn’t tell her that she seemed bigger in the 
dark. You know Oliver, we really can sense things in the dark! 

Oliver: We can? 
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Granddaddy:  Yes, let me show you. Take your hand and hold it in front of your 
face. Wiggle your fingers! Good! Good! I’m going to do the same 
thing with my hand. See! Now I’m going to cut the lantern off. 

Oliver: No, Granddaddy. 

Granddaddy: You’ll be fine. Keep your hand up. (Turns lantern off…can still be 
some light in room) Can you see my hand waving at you? 

Oliver: No. 

Granddaddy: Well, it’s there. Reach out toward my voice. My hand is right in 
front of me.  

After reaching out, they find each other's hands and hold on. 

Oliver: I got it! 

Granddaddy: Even when you couldn’t see me, I was close by you Oliver. You 
were not alone in the dark. And you will never be alone because 
God will always be close by, even in the darkness. Are you ready 
for me to turn the lantern back on? 

Oliver: No, I’m not afraid of the dark anymore. As long as I hear your voice 
and can hold your hand, I am fine. Granddaddy? 

Granddaddy: Yes? 

Oliver: Do you know any more of that story you were reading? 

Granddaddy: I think so. Once upon a time, there was a brave little boy who was 
not afraid of the dark… 

Oliver: This is a real story, isn’t it Granddaddy? 

Granddaddy:  Yes it is, Oliver. Yes it is. 

Blackout if any lights remain on. 
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